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the embarkation of troops. It seemed impossible
to hold Seville until the arrival of reinforcements.
But that was reckoning without the determination
of Franco. If the sea was closed to him, he would
send troops by air. On the morning of the igth,
a plane arrived at Seville, carrying a small but well
equipped detachment of the Legion. Mounting
their machine-gun on a lorry, they raced through
the town and suburbs-firing on all who dared to
show themselves hostile. They completed the
terrorisation of the people of Seville. Within the
next few days, more troops arrived by air, and
with Seville secure, the Nationalists were assured
of their control of the southern ports.
So far from the overwhelming and instantaneous
success which many Nationalists had expected to
greet their rising, it was apparent after the first
division of the country into two camps, that they
had only just been able to maintain sufficient
strength to enable them to wage war at all. They
had expected to be able to put up such a show of
military and naval strength, that even such towns
as Madrid and Barcelona would immediately
surrender to them. Yet they had to be thankful
that they had ultimately won the day in El Ferrol
and Seville. They had expected the great majority
of the youth of Spain to rash to join the Nationalist
colours. Yet they found it necessary during the
first year of the war to call up, in their own territory,
five classes of conscripts to fight for them; that is